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NARCAN SAVES TO GET TREATMENT REFERRALS 

S u f f o lk  t o  a ls o  b e c ome  c e rt i f i e d  t o  t r a i n  l ay pe rs o ns   

t o  a dmi n is t e r  op i at e  a n t i d o te  

 

HAUPPAUGE, NY – Legislator Kara Hahn has won approval for two resolutions outlining the 

next steps in Suffolk's ongoing fight against an opiate and painkiller epidemic that took the lives 

of at least 83 County residents last year alone. The first requires Suffolk's Health Department to 

offer information on sources of rehabilitation help to individuals saved by County Police using 

the opiate antagonist Narcan, as part of the program instituted by Legislator Hahn last year.  

The second bill directs the Health Department to become a certified training center for Narcan 

in order to train laypersons to administer the antidote. 

 

"Since the County Police started carrying Narcan last year more than 52 lives have been saved 

by our County Police," said Legislator Hahn. "This legislation passed Tuesday takes the next 

step-urging those overdose victims to get the help they need to overcome their addictions." 

 

When the bill is implemented, officers who administer Narcan to an overdose victim will report 

that person's name to the Suffolk County Health Department who, in turn, will contact the 

patient to discuss treatment options and provide any appropriate referrals.  Additionally, the 

bill allows for officers administering the opiate antidote to provide information about treatment 

resources to family members, friends or companions of the patient at the scene within federal 

and state guidelines governing privacy.   
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"Individuals who overdose on opiates are often addicts and need professional help to get clean 

and an overdose event may represent that critical transformational moment for an addict," said 

Legislator Hahn. "We need to take advantage of the opportunity this moment provides to get 

through to these individuals.  Addicts need help to overcome their dependence on drugs, and 

this legislation gives them timely information to get the help they so desperately need." 

  

"I applaud Legislator Hahn for her efforts in combatting drug addiction and overdose deaths," 

said co-sponsor Legislator Tom Muratore. "Through my 35 years of public safety experience I 

recognize the importance of fighting this epidemic for our youth and for our communities." 

  

Under this legislation, the Suffolk County Police Department is authorized to work with the 

Suffolk County Department of Health Services to establish a protocol in which the Pre-Hospital 

Care report ("PCR") for any individual who overdosed on opiates and was treated with Narcan 

by a police officer will be provided to the Department of Health Services." 

  

The second measure adopted last night will allow the County's Department of Health Services 

to seek New York State approval to become a certified Narcan training center, where 

individuals will be taught about the warning signs of an opiate overdose and how to administer 

life-saving treatments to the victim.  If certified by the state, the Health Department would then 

be allowed to train the family members of individuals battling drug addiction on how to save 

their loved one's life in the event of an overdose.  This should help further reduce the number of 

overdose deaths, as it should dramatically decrease the time from when an overdose occurs to 

when treatment is first administered. 

 

Both bills will now go to the County Executive for his signature. 

 

According to Long Island Council on Alcoholism & Drug Dependence (LICADD) Executive 

Director Dr. Jeffrey Reynolds, "The Narcan pilot program has resulted in more than fifty saves 

in a short amount of time - that's fifty Long Islanders who have a second shot at life. These two 
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measures will mean more lives saved and a direct linkage to care for overdose survivors and 

their families. Suffolk's promotion of Narcan and commitment to saving lives stands as a 

shining example for the rest of the country and we at LICADD thank Legislator Hahn for her 

hard work in addressing our region's opiate crisis."   

 

"Both of these bills will help save more families from the unnecessary pain caused by drug 

overdoses, and allow soon-to-be former addicts to once again take control of their lives," 

Legislator Hahn added.  
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